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GVBC PURPOSE 

STATEMENT 

At GVBC, we seek to glorify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 
~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our lives 
~growing in Christ-like character 
~and serving others in love. 

GVBC MISSION 

STATEMENT 
Helping people discover Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Dear Church Family, 

“How can I repay the Lord for all his goodness to 
me?” (Psalm 116:12) 

This is the question we will be pondering at 
Greenhouse Junior High Ministry this Thanksgiving and 
Christmas season. I have to admit, it’s difficult for our 
students not to get caught up in a “me-my-mine” 
attitude (okay, maybe for us leaders, too!), and it’s 

especially hard during a time when they are expecting to receive an 
abundance of presents. But over the next two months we will be 
offering numerous opportunities for our students to focus on the 
“GIVING” in Thanksgiving and the “CHRIST” in Christmas. 

In November, we will be participating in the LA Christian Health 
Center’s foot-washing event in downtown LA on the day before 
Thanksgiving. On the day after Thanksgiving, we will take our 
students shopping to fill shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
These events will hopefully help our students to realize how blessed 
they are and give them opportunities to help those who are less 
fortunate. 

In December, we are taking one of our student’s ideas and making 
pillows which will then be distributed to those who are homeless. We 
will also visit a convalescent home to spend time decorating 
Christmas trees and talking with the residents. These opportunities 
will allow our students to share God’s love with those who need it 
most. 

It is my hope and prayer, these events will contribute and lead to a 
lifestyle change for all of us at Greenhouse. As Jesus “did not come to 
be served, but to serve” (Matthew 20:28), we must follow His 
example. The fruit of His love in our lives should have a positive effect 
on all we do at home, at school or work, in our neighborhoods, and in 
all of our activities. 

How can we repay the Lord for all of His goodness to us?  By being 
an extension of His unselfish, unconditional, and sacrificial love to the 
world, for no other reason than the simple fact that “He first loved 
us.” (1 John 4:19) 

Blessings, 
Layne Wakuta 

Pastoral Intern – Junior High 
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“A PRODIGAL CHRISTMAS” 

RETURNS FOR ENCORE 

BY DAVID CHENG 

It is almost time again for Christmas — that is, for “A Prodigal Christmas.”  This original, home-grown 
GVBC musical production, first performed in December 2010, will be presented once more. There will be 
three performances open to the congregation, family, relatives, friends, and the general public, and one 
dress rehearsal:   

Preview Night—Wednesday, Nov. 30, 7:00 p.m. ( a full dress rehearsal) 

Friday, Dec. 2 at 7:00 p.m.  

Saturday, Dec. 3 at 3:00 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Why we are doing the musical again this year? 

In 2010 there were only two performances and 
they both took place on the same day. A 
significant number of church members 
expressed disappointment that we did not 
have additional performances scheduled.  

As a result of this feedback, the feasibility of 
doing encore performances was discussed. 
Because a production of this type requires a 
substantial commitment of time, resources, 
and energy on the part of many people, we 
sought the Lord’s guidance through prayer. 
We also consulted with the cast and choir 
members to see if they even wanted to do it 
again. After going through this process, we 
made the decision to go forward! 

Fortunately, the same production team have 
returned in their same capacities. Both Juliet 
Schurr and Susie Shelley are directing the 
drama portion. Wendy Katagi is once more 
directing the choir. Theresa Harrison is 
choreographing the dance numbers for many 
of the songs. And, I am directing the band. 
One addition to the team is Joanne Morimoto, 
who is serving as Stage Manager. Mike and 
Mae Kuratani are serving as Assistant Stage 
Managers. Others who helped in various ways 
are also doing so again. 

Much of the cast and choir are returning to 
reprise their on-stage roles. Some, however, 
were not able to return so the audience will 
see a few new faces in their roles. There are 
also new musicians in the band and new 
people helping backstage.  

The story of how a dysfunctional family comes 
to grips with issues of forgiveness and 
acceptance is the same. But you will see some changes that we hope will enhance the musical, so come 
check it out! We invite everyone to come out, bring a friend, and experience the joy of Christmas again. 
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Thanks to the entire cast. 

W
hat an inspiring experience. 
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The Harvest Festival held on Monday, October 31 
was a fun and exciting opportunity for our church to 
connect with families and share God’s love with them.  
This is the church’s biggest outreach event and the 
impact on our community is significant. We had 439 
children from 256 families who attended — 139 of 
those families did not have any church affiliation. This 
statistic is huge. And, how relevant it is for us to be 
able to practice what we are learning in “The Hole in 
Our Gospel” series — to love our neighbors (our 
community) as ourselves. It is sharing the Gospel so 
others can see, hear, and feel God’s love in tangible 
ways. 

There were over 100 volunteers who helped make 
this event possible, including organizing and running 
19 booths, decorating, preparing and selling food, 
counting candy, set-up and clean-up, registration and 
exit, welcoming our guests, making sure our campus 
was safe and free from injuries, and praying. I am 
deeply grateful to all of you who participated. It was 
wonderful to see the whole church body, adults and 
youth, different ethnicities serving together, building 
relationships, and caring for our neighbors. 

Thank you to the congregation for also donating all 
the candy and pumpkins which exceeded our goals. 
We appreciated the clothes given to our Kid’s Closet. 
This was a simple but wonderful example of 
demonstrating love to our neighbors. A special thank 
you to Trader Joe’s® who gave a generous donation 
of pumpkins and to Dr. Wayne Tofukuji who donated 
toothbrushes and toothpaste for the children. Even by 
supporting our fundraiser by buying food and photos, 
you helped raise $1,000 for our winter camp 
scholarships. This in turn provides an opportunity for 
children to experience God in a different surrounding 
and allows them to build relationships with other 
church children and make memories which will last a 
lifetime. 

It is our hope these families with no church affiliation 
felt loved and were encouraged to be further 
connected with our church. We planted the seeds. 
Now, it’s up to us to continue to pray for them. 

A special acknowledgment to this year’s core team: 
Lillian Higashi, Mae Kuratani, and Joanne Morimoto 
whose labor of love also made a difference in the 
lives of families. 

Let’s continue to love our community. 

Susan Wakuta 
Children’s Elementary Director 

LOVING OUR COMMUNITY: 

GVBC HARVEST FESTIVAL 

BY SUSAN WAKUTA 

Photos by 

Russell Nagata 
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180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
 

November 18 — James 5:13-20, Power of Prayer 
November 25 — Service project: Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes 
 

December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” Musical (invite your parents, family, and friends) 
December 9 — Student Run Meeting 
December 10 — Serve at Operation Christmas Child,    4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
December 16 — NO MEETING (Biola Graduation) 
December 23 — Christmas Party (bring a white elephant gift) 
December 30 — NO MEETING (New Year’s Eve hangout from 10:00p.m. to midnight) 
 

Contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681,email: daniel@gvbc.net 

College-age Ministry (18-22 yrs. Old) 
 

Worship gatherings — Sunday nights 5:00 — 7:00 p.m., Room 218 (NOTE room change) 
 

Currently going through the gospel of Mark - series entitled "This Changes Everything" 
 

November 20 – "Jesus the rule breaker" [Mark 2:18-3:6] 
November 25 – EPIC Annual Turkey Bowl @ 2:00 p.m. [location TBA] 
November 27 – "Three ways to hinder your spiritual growth" [Mark 4:1-20] 
December 3 - “A Prodigal Christmas” musical, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. 
December 4 – NO MEETING [GVBC Christmas Potluck] 
December 11 – "The Kingdom of God is like . . ." [Mark 4:21-34] 
December 18 – EPIC Christmas Party [5:00 p.m.] location TBA 
December 25 – NO REGULAR MEETING. 
 

Need more info?  Contact Chris Koga at chris@gvbc.net or check out our blog at 
http://gvbcepic.blogspot.com/ 

Greenhouse Holiday Junior High Events 
Friday Night Events at 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. Room 218 

 

November 18, Friday — Greenhouse special activity 

November 23, Wednesday — Thanksgiving outreach event — LA Christian Health Center’s   
foot-washing event in downtown LA 

November 25, Friday — Operation Christmas Child — Start saving your allowance, snack money, and 
collecting aluminum cans to go Christmas shopping for underprivileged children 
around the world. 

December 2, Friday — "A Prodigal Christmas" musical. We will go to the performance of our church's 
Christmas play. Invite your parents, family, and friends! 

December 9, Friday— Greenhouse Pillow Buddies — Pillow making for the homeless.  
December 10, Saturday — Greenhouse Outreach Project. Time TBD. 
December 16, Friday — TBD 
December 23, Friday — Greenhouse Christmas Party — Don't forget your "white elephant" gift! 
December 30, Friday — NO GREENHOUSE MEETING 
December 31, Saturday — Youth New Year's Eve Party — 10:00 p.m. — 12:00 midnight. Come join 

us to ring in the New Year! 
 

Contact Layne Wakuta, ext. 684, email: layne@gvbc.net 
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Our sincere prayers and condolences go out to: 

� Gerry & Eltheia Shiozaki and family in the sudden passing of Eltheia’s 
mother, Esther Kumasaka who passed away on Saturday, November 5. 
The memorial service will be held on Friday, November 18 at Wintersburg 
Presbyterian Church in Santa Ana. 

� For those of you who remember Curly Nishi (he attended GVBC for many 
years, but moved to Kauai) he passed away last Monday, November 7. 
Private services were held in Hanapepe. Stephanie, his daughter, wanted to 
thank the GVBC family for all their love and support through the years. 

� Joanne Yoshida, Tiffany, Katie, and Jaime and family in the passing of 
Joanne’s father who passed away on Saturday, November 5. The memorial 
service will be held on Thursday, November 27 at 4:00 p.m. at the Gardena 
Buddist Church. 

Letters to our family 

� I want to thank the GVBC family for the beautiful flower arrangements 
delivered to me during my stay at the hospital after my surgery. All your 
prayers, visits and thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated and I feel blessed 
by all your support. I praise God for his covering over me in a successful 
surgery and speedy recovery. With gratitude, Stan Kuroda 

� Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena, we would like to extend our 
thanks for your donation of $500 [from our LOVE Fund], 28 bags and 6 
cases of food. Your support of our Emergency Food Pantry Program is vital 
in allowing us to continue in our mission to ease hunger in Gardena. For 
over 32 years we have been able to provide assistance for low-income 
families and individuals in our Gardena community with emergency food 
assistance, bus tokens, crisis counseling and homeless assistance. May we 
continue in this unique partnership and work toward ending hunger. 
Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreation/Human 
Services/Building Maintenance, by Lydia S. James, Community Services 
Counselor. 

We spotted you in the news 

� Pictures of George & Suzanne Hasagawa and Amy Ikari were spotted in the 
Thursday, Octorber 27 Gardena Valley News in articles titled “Pancake 
Time” and “Y Service Members, Community Makes a Difference.” The 
YMCA Service Club of Gardena Valley donated canned goods and non-
perishables to the Gardena Human Services on October 22 during its 
annual fall pancake breakfast and make-a-difference day at the Gardena-
Carson Family YMCA. Amy and Suzanne also sold breakfast tickets while 
George helped out at the pancake griddle. 

FAMILY NEWS 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 

EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact 
event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 

 

� Driftwood Healthcare Center Outreach  Saturday, 
November 19, 2:45 - 4:15PM. Celebrate Thanksgiving 
with the residents of Driftwood. We will be making a small 
craft, singing songs, and chatting with the residents. For 
more information, please contact Jodie Rivera at 
Jodie_Yoshida@yahoo.com. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 

� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 

� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 

� First Sunday of Advent November 27 

� Classes offered at GVBC 

•101 Class: Membership and Baptism, Sunday 
December 11, 12:30 — 4:30 PM, for high school age 
and up. For those seeking information about GVBC 
and who would like to become a member and/or be 
baptized. Baptism will be on Christmas Day. Taught by 
Pastor Steve Langley and Layne Wakuta. 

•201 Class: Discovering Spiritual Maturity, Sunday, 
December 11, 12:30 — 4:30 PM. Designed to help you 
develop spiritual maturity. Taught by Pastors Ron 
Matsuda and Chris Koga. 

•301 Class: Discovering Ministry (two-part series), 
Sundays, December 11 Part 1 & December 18 Part 2, 
12:30 — 4:30 PM. Learn about your unique spiritual 
gifts, your S.H.A.P.E. (Spiritual gifts, Heart, Abilities, 
Personality, Experience) and take the next step in the 
ministry exploration process. Taught by Pastor Annette 
Kakimoto. 

�401 Class: Redefining My Life’s Mission, Sunday, 
December 11, 12:30 — 4:30 PM. Teaches you how 
you can live as a witness to Christ. Taught by Pastors 
Daniel Matsuda and James Chang. 

     A light lunch is provided before each class. Register 
by checking off the appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-
mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Subject: Class number]. 

� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

Experience the joy at Christmas again. One Preview 
Night — a full dress rehearsal — and three encore 
performances. FREE ! [See David Cheng’s article on 
page 2] 

NOTE: Volunteers needed as ushers for the Saturday 
performances. Please contact Susie Shelley, ext. 673 or 
email her at: susie@gvbc.net 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. Preview Night — 
a full dress rehearsal. 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. full performance 

�Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 7:00 p.m. 
(NOTE: time change from 7:30 to 7) full performances. 

Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience this heartfelt, 
nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. This not-so-
perfect Christian family learns about God’s love, 
understanding and forgiving each other, joining them 
together forever. Check out our Facebook page at 
Prodigal Christmas Musical. Contact David Cheng at 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley, ext. 673 
or email her at susie@gvbc.net. 

� All-church Christmas Potluck 

Sunday, December 4, 5:00—7:00 p.m. Community Hall 

� Angels’ Breakfast Saturday, December 10 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo. We 
will be collecting hotel-size soaps and shampoo, 
travel-size toothpaste & toothbrushes to take down 
to Mexico with us. Please bring them in a plastic 
bag and set them in the office behind Jan 
Magnani’s desk. NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. 
Spanish is helpful, but not required. Contact Teresa 
Matsushima via the church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Christmas Eve Services 

Saturday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 

� Christmas Day Sunday Services 

December 25. Baptisms during both worship services. 
Both services in the Sanctuary. 

KidZone Friday Night Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. (unless otherwise specified) 

Community Hall 
First thru Fifth Grade 

 

November 18 — Movie Night 
November 25 — NO KIDZONE Thanksgiving Holiday 
 

December 2 — “A Prodigal Christmas” musical play.  All 
KidZone and your families invited to go. 
Invite your friends. 

December 9 — Shoe Relay/Hula Hoop Relay 
December 16 — KidZone Christmas Party 
December 23 — NO KIDZONE Christmas Holiday 
December 30 — NO KIDZONE New Year's Holiday 
 

Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689,email: susan@gvbc.net 
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Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gvbc.info. The Spirit is published twice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 

and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 
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Issue 22 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, November 30. 
Hard copies available in the Narthex and Community Hall. All articles 

should be submitted by Sunday, November 27. 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Amy Kato  Bob  

Phyllis Miller Wendell 

Merrick Yoshida and 

   Voltaire & Jodie Rivera Maurice Ishimoto 

 

Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the College Scholarship 

Fund, unless specified. 
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Steve Langley, Senior Pastor, ext. 0 

James Chang, Assistant Pastor — Worship, ext. 682 

Annette Kakimoto, Assistant Pastor —  

Leadership Development, ext. 680  

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Youth, ext. 681 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor — Teaching, ext. 679 

Eiji Osato, Nichigo Pastor, ext. 676 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary Children’s Director, ext. 689 

J.J. Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Chris Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ext. 685 (pt)  

Linda Matsuda — Director Early Childhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Paul Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior High, ext 684 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assistant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani, Secretary, ext. 671 

Wendy Nakano, Office Manager, ext. 672 

Rei Abe, Nichigo Secretary, ext. 677 (pt) 

Aubrey Matsunami, Christian Educ. Secretary, ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor ext. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashita, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 

Both Services in the Community Hall 
 

Sunday, November 20 
Thanksgiving Services 

 

Sermon Series: The HOLE in Our Christmas 
Sunday, November 27 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Pastor James Chang ~ Christmas without Active Peace 
 

Sunday, December 4/Communion 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ Christmas without Living Hope 
 

Sunday, December 11 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

Pastor Chris Koga ~ Christmas without Divine Joy 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

Welcome 
to 

Worship 


